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Welcome slide
Hi everyone, thank you for joining our presentation on the visibility of corrections in literature databases and tools. My name is Wytske Hepkema, and I did this study together with Frédérique Bordignon and Willem Halffman in the NanoBubbles project, which is funded by the ERC.
Slide: corrections of the scientific literature
I am currently working on my PhD on the topic of error correction in science. One form of error correction, is by correcting the scientific literature, through retractions, expressions of concerns and corrections. There are quit some studies on the effect of retractions and the visibility of retractions. Corrections on the other hand, are studied much less.
In this study we focus on corrections, or actually rather the corrected paper itself. Since the aim of a correction notice is to inform the reader that something is or was wrong in the paper. This relies on the readers actually seeing the correction notice when they read the corrected paper.
Therefore we ask, are readers of the scientific literature likely to see the correction notice when they find a scientific article? We tested this using a corpus of over 3000 corrected articles.
Slide results
The majority of the databases and literature tools we looked at, do not communicate corrections on the page of the corrected paper. For example, Web of Science and Dimensions do not.
Slide results 2
But there are some that do: Both PubMed and Scopus do, and of course the original source, so on the journal’s webpage it is communicated. Lastly, also the Scite browser extension shows it.
Slide results numbers
The ones that do communicate corrections on the page of the corrected paper, do so for nearly all publications in our corpus. If you want to know more about these numbers, please do visit our poster and I am happy to talk more.
Slide what do these look like?
So what do these corrections warnings look like? I will show you several examples, I blurred the title, because it is not about the specific article that got corrected, but rather about the database, tools or publisher.
Let’s start with the scite browser extension. This is a nifty tool that you can install in your browser and that gives you information on how an article is cited. So in this screenshot, you can see on the right side of the screen the browser extension, and the bottom icon of a pencil indicates that this article has a correction, or actually two. With the free version of Scite you cannot reach the correction notice through the extension, so it does warn you if you know where to look, but it does not help you reach the correction notice.
PubMed & Scopus
For PubMed and Scopus the warning is very similar to each other, and they do link to the correction notice
For MDPI it is in warningly orange, and also links to the correction notice.
Whereas for SAGE it is much smaller, and is easy to miss.
The same applies for Wolters Kluwers, the communication is small and in the same colours as the rest of the page.
To conclude, the majority of the literature databases and tools do not communicate corrections on the page of the corrected article. Those that do, do it for the large majority of the papers, but not for all. And if they do, it is not always clear.
Thank you for listening to our presentation and I hope to meet you at our poster.




 

