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The first thing that strikes you 
about this book is the extremely 
comprehensive way in which 
it treats its subject. It includes 
information relevant to journal 
publishers of all kinds and covers 
all possible back office functions 
in any publishers’ office. The 
next thing you notice is how up 
to date the book is – e-journals, 
online publications and open 
access are all there and are fully 
integrated throughout the book, 
not merely tacked on as an afterthought.

Even the first chapter, an introduction to the purpose 
and development of journals from the earliest days, brings 
the reader bang up to date with electronic publication and 
moves on to open access through discussing ways of buying 
and selling journals. The chapter on production includes 
information on digital printing and print on demand, as well 
as a whole separate section on online journals that includes 
a particularly useful table comparing how a journal issue is 
built up in the traditional printed journal and in the online 
version. The other eleven chapters cover all aspects of 
journal publication from managing and editing the journal 

to copyright and ethical issues. There are three appendices 
– a glossary, a directory of resources and a directory of 
vendors (subscription agents, systems suppliers and so on).

Both commercial journal publishers and people involved 
with free, open access publications will find much of interest 
and value in many of these chapters. For example, the 
section dealing with marketing and sales includes mention 
of the work of INASP and the public-private collaboration 
that has resulted in United Nations programmes such as 
HINARI, AGORA and OARE. On the other hand, there 
is a very detailed section on business models and financial 
matters that should be required reading for any newcomer 
to commercial publishing.

This is the kind of book that anyone involved with 
journals should have on their bookshelves to delve into for 
the answers to the many questions that arise in day-to-day 
work. It is a really practical ‘how to’ guide, with samples and 
checklists to help you on your way – a tool kit for today and 
tomorrow’s journal publisher.
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