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Golden rules for scholarly journal editors
1. Be aware of your target audience.

2. Make instructions to authors simple and understandable, and review them regularly.

3. Ensure a fair peer review process (usually with 2-3 reviews, or more if necessary).

4. Pay due attention to ethical issues: data fabrication or manipulation, plagiarism, authorship, 
conflict of interest, copyright, legislation, etc.

5. Respect others: inform authors about progress and delays as soon as possible; do not overburden 
reviewers and authors.

6. Do your best to ensure that publications are complete, concise, and clear, with appropriate 
methods and correct citations.

7. Make sure that abstracts properly summarize essential information (usually: background, 
objectives, methods, results, and conclusions) and contain major keywords.

8. Ensure safe long-term storage of publications and documentation of the editorial process.

9. Develop your journal.

10. Perfection is impossible to reach, so common sense is necessary.
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EASE welcomes members from every corner of the world. They can 
be found in over 50 countries: from Australia to Venezuela by way 
of China, Russia, and many more. EASE membership cuts across 
many disciplines and professions. EASE members work as editors-
in-chief, commissioning editors, academics, translators, publishers, 
web and multi-media staff, indexers, graphic designers, statistical 
editors, science and technical writers, author’s editors, journalists, 
proofreaders, and production personnel.

 Editorial
2 Ksenija Baždarić: A word from the new Chief Editor

 Original articles
3 Skye P. Barbic; Karen Roberts; Zachary Durisko; 

Cheolsoon Lee; Rosemary Yachouh; Jason Guriel; 
Kwame McKenzie: Readability assessment of 
psychiatry journals

 Essays
11 Cem Uzun; Mustafa İnan; Okan Çalıyurt: A distinct 

gateway to science in the Balkans: Balkan Medical 
Journal

13 Andrew Gelman: Statistics and research integrity

 Reports of meetings
15 18th International Nursing Research Conference 

(Reme Melero)

16 Peering at peer review – COST Transdomain Action: 
New Frontiers of Peer Review (PEERE) (Ana Marusic)

 Book review
17 Best Practice Guidelines on Publishing Ethics: a 

Publisher’s Perspective (Andrew Davis)

 This site I like
18 OASPA: all you’d like to know about open access  

(Silvia Maina)

 Obituary
19 Waleria Młyniec (Sylwia Ufnalska)

20 New members of the editorial board

 Regular features
21 EASE-Forum digest: September to December 2014

23 My life as an editor: Kristen Overstreet

24 News notes (John Hilton)

26 The editor’s bookshelf (Anna Maria Rossi)
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Our publications:
•	 quarterly journal European Science Editing (@Eur_Sci_Ed), free to 

members, open access after 6 months
•	 Science Editors’ Handbook 2nd ed., free online to members, printed  

copies for sale
•	 EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators of Scientific Articles,          

annual updates free online in >20 languages
•	 EASE Statement on Inappropriate Use of Impact Factors
•	 EASE Journal Blog   

www.ese-bookshelf.blogspot.it


