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An article written by Maeve O’Connor about the origin of 
EASE was published on pages 17-18 of February’s issue.

MAEVE O’CONNOR
Mini-Bio: My first attempt at 
editing was in the 1950s when 
I improved (or otherwise) 
manuscripts I typed during 
a secretarial job at a London 
medical school. A year or so after 
that I became a proper editor, 
or at least one with an editorial 
title, at the (now defunct) Ciba 
Foundation. And there I stayed 
for 30 years, editing ever more 

high-powered symposia that were organized by and held at 
the Foundation or, sometimes, abroad.

As far as I remember, I joined ELSE, one of EASE’s 
predecessors, at or around its first General Assembly in 
London in 1970. This soon led to even more opportunities 
for travel — and for extra work. The latter came about 
because at ELSE’s second General Assembly in the wilds of 
Norway in 1973 Peter Woodford volunteered me to be his 
co-author on a style manual for the association. The book 
was published early in 1975 and did quite well, being an 
early example of the genre.

I retired from the Ciba Foundation in 1987 but it wasn’t a 
real retirement for quite a while. That year I became Secretary-
Treasurer of EASE, a job that lasted 10 years. The world had 
begun its love affair with the computer by then so I had all the 
fun of getting the membership information onto a database, 
helping to move the bulletin (as it was then) away from being 
typewriter-set into the electronic era, and setting up the first 
web pages in 1995. After the job as EASE Secretary-Treasurer 
ended I continued as editorial coordinator/production editor 
of ESE for another nine years, until finally the Publications 
Committee decided that enough was enough and it was time 
for some old lags to retire.

Now I’m fully retired and am delighted to wish EASE a 
very happy 30th birthday and many more to come.

How did you become involved in EASE and what are your 
earliest memories?
A colleague attended a Royal Society meeting for editors in 
1969 or thereabouts and told me that an association of life 
science editors might be set up soon. So when I heard about 
the EAEBP 1st General Assembly at the Royal Society in 
1970 I joined up.

Do you have a favorite moment, memory event, conference or 
entertaining encounter you’d like to share?
Too many to count, really: all the conferences were memorable 
in one way or another. Best party: Soria Moria, Norway, 
1985. Best dinner: probably the one at Amboise during the 

meeting in Tours. Best conference newsletter: Ox-eye at 
Oxford 1991, edited and produced by Jenny Gretton. Greatest 
surroundings, perhaps Kraków, 2006 (what could beat that 
magnificent square?).

What was your most difficult/embarrassing or nerve-wracking 
experience?
Most nerve-wracking was probably presenting my first paper 
in public at the IFSE meeting in Jerusalem in 1977. Most 
embarrassing: cutting the future editor of The Lancet short 
at the Oxford meeting in 1991, due to pressures produced 
by a locked meeting-room, a workshop leader who was a 
no-show, and other such events (this was when I was EASE’s 
Secretary-Treasurer).

What was the most glaring typo or editorial “no-no” you ever 
spotted in an EASE publication (or some other publication, if 
you prefer)?
When the copies of European Science Editing No. 28 arrived 
in April 1986 I found they carried the number 27 instead of 
28 on the front cover: all copies had to be corrected by hand 
by the probable perpetrator of the error (me).

What are the biggest changes in publishing and EASE you have 
witnessed over the years?
The changes in publishing for the Editerra/ELSE/EASE 
publication, like many other such publications, went from 
printing from material produced on a daisy-wheel typewriter 
to being typed on a Diamond 5 word processor, with Letraset 
headings and offset printing (1982), then onwards to transfer 
of word-processed material to audiocassette tapes for 
typesetting on a Linotron 202 typesetter before paste-up and 
printing (1983), and eventually to use of a desktop publishing 
program (Ventura) instead of a word processor. 

Do you have any advice or lessons learned that you’d like to 
share with younger members of EASE?
Younger members probably don’t need any advice but “Keep 
up with the technology as well as with current English as she 
is (preferably) writ” should always be kept in mind.

EASE 30th Anniversary

Interviews with Honorary Life Members

Alison Clayson, Vice-President and leader of the Anniversary 
Committee, with Rod Hunt, the EASE Treasurer

HENRI OERTLI . . . EASE’s 
FIRST president!!

Mini-Bio: Born in 1927. 
Studies at The University 
of Bern, Switzerland. 1952 
diploma as High School 
teacher (Natural Sciences), 
1956 PhD (Geology-
Palaeontology). From early 
1956  Geologist in a French 
Petroleum Co (today’s 
Total). Began there  in 1967 
editing a “Bulletin” and 

soon special volumes, dealing mainly with reports from 
Company members. Got soon a full time editor’s job, reason 
I joined in the early 70s “Editerra” (and the American 
Association of Earth Science Editors). Since retirement in 
1988, till 1998, lectures at Geneva University (Geology) 
on writing about research results and their presentation in 
meetings.

What has been your contact with EASE?
Contacts from its very beginning: thanks to the privilege of 
having participated in its foundation, in 1982.

What was your most difficult experience?
No doubt the organisation of the big founding meeting 
(70 participants). The whole meeting took place at our 
company’s research center in Pau (during its current 
activity), and needed transport from/to hotels in Pau, 
lunches, coffee breaks etc, as well as special events: half-
day excursion to the Pyrenees, cheese and wine party, 
conference dinner, farewell dinner, post-conference tour to 
the Atlantic Coast.

What have been the biggest changes in EASE?
Dramatic increase of membership, leading to a worldwide 
representativity!

What advice would you give to younger members?
Never lose enthusiasm in your editorial activities, encourage 
others when needed!

ARIE MANTEN

Mini-Bio: Arie A. Manten 
(born 1933 in Breukelen, 
province of Utrecht, The 
Netherlands) studied geology 
and biology. His PhD thesis 
concerned the paleoecology 
of Silurian reef limestones on 
the Baltic island of Gotland. 
After a year of research on 
vertebrate paleontology 
at the University of the 

Witwatersrand (Johannesburg, South Africa), he joined 
Elsevier Science Publishers in Amsterdam (at that time 
mainly issuing books and journals in chemistry and life 
sciences) to start a programme covering the earth sciences. 
In 1969 he also started a programme in the agricultural and 
veterinary sciences. In his later role of chief editor, he devoted 
much effort to researching scientific communication 
(growth of volume of publications in various disciplines; 
effects of government, industrial and other funding 
policies; interdisciplinary exchange of information; 
language barriers; new types of publications, such as print/
microfiche combinations, more compact publishing, e.g. in 
synopsis format; role of congresses in information transfer; 
and finally the rise of electronic media).

How did you become involved in EASE and what are your 
earliest memories?
Since 1960 I served an international publishing house 
(Elsevier) that was to become the world’s largest commercial 
science publisher. I was one of the founders of Editerra, the 
European Association of Earth-Science Editors, encouraged 
by UNESCO, functioned as secretary-general of Editerra, 
and participated in the amalgamation process that brought 
us EASE. Next, I was a member of the EASE Council for 
several years.

Do you have a favourite moment, memory, event, conference 
or entertaining encounter you’d like to share?
I enjoyed very much the first EASE Congress in Pau and the 
practical sharing of experiences there, in various respects, 
with life science editors.

What was your most difficult/embarrassing or nerve-wracking 
experience?
My most disappointing experience in the editing field was 
the extreme individualism of many authors and editors in 
the humanities and social sciences.

What was the most glaring typo or editorial “no-no” you ever 
spotted in an EASE publication (or some other publication, if 
you prefer)?
I am not strong in long-term memorising failures.

What are the biggest changes in publishing and EASE you have 
witnessed over the years?
In my early years in editing (1960s) there was a large-
scale and rapid globalisation in the publishing of scientific 
information. Subsequently I actively participated in the 
international standardisation of editing and publishing 
practises (ISO and otherwise, not easy). Following much 
experimenting in improving and economising scientific 
communication, the digitalisation process gained 
momentum. 

Do you have any advice or lessons learned that you’d like to 
share with younger members of EASE?
There is always much to learn and improve from good 
contacts with colleagues.


