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“At a moment when the rise of e-readers foretells the end 
of the printed book, the founder of the Internet Archive, 
Brewster Kahle, launches an initiative for the preservation 
of the book. He is creating a storehouse for physical books 
in specially-adapted containers on the west coast of the 
United States in order to preserve them as ‘backup copies’ 
for posterity. His idea came about as a reaction against the 
notion that books can be put beyond use (or thrown away) 
as soon as they are digitized.”

Thus read the introduction to the programme of the Book 
History Research Network’s colloquium, which considered 
not just what “will be” but also “what would have been” – the 
future perfect of the book.

As science editors we are more concerned with the 
information contained in the book (or journal) than with the 
container itself – but how many of us now prefer to read for 
pleasure on our e-reader? Buying our books online, indeed 
finding information online about what to buy, do we feel part 
of a community of readers? Has our local bookshop, so useful 
for browsing, recently closed?

Destabilising the hierarchies of the printed page has a moral 
dimension, said Anouk Lang (University of Strathclyde): it 
threatens the established order. Amid anxieties about the 
unknown impact of new technologies, we are adopting hybrid 
practices, using old terms for new functions. Reading becomes 
interpenetrated with other spheres of life – for instance, online 
purchase of books makes us part of an interested community 
whose task is the activity of book consumption, and retailers 
are strategically creating this culture.

Digital is not the same everywhere: different users behave 
differently. Elena Pierazzo (King’s College London) pointed 
out the sense of ownership of those who use tablets – they 
speak fondly of “my i-Pad”. Are tablets too much fun to use 
(more ludic than haptic) – can they have a serious purpose? 
Astronomy apps, for example, are very popular. But when 
building new applications, it’s important to address the 
assumptions of users and originators. Amid the growing 
number of scholarly apps, though, where are the editors? – 
They need to be visible.
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Aleŝ Vaupotiĉ (Academy of Design, Ljubljana), speaking 
about the book on the internet, touched on its impact on 
copyright regulations – many are outdated in terms of the 
new possibilities of the new formats. This is something worth 
investigating further.

Mass digitization is all the rage, but there is little evidence 
about how its products are used, said Paul Gooding (University 
College London). Any new medium will have an impact on 
social processes. Meaning moves away from the text and into 
the word – hence the need for meta-data. The standard of 
un-proofread OCR (optical character recognition) is not good 
enough (“what kind of research can we do with garbage?”) – 
we need to be aware of these limitations.

Is the day of the page numbered, then? The traditional book 
was always a very controlling technology, said Elaine Treharne 
(Florida State University), keeping us from moving beyond 
episodic and linear structures. In the digital age, the page can 
be more than a receiver of information. But the page is not the 
basic element of reading the text… what’s on it is what matters.

Finally, good news about local bookshops from Caroline 
Hamilton (University of Melbourne). Using strategies that 
have more to do with community-building than bookselling, 
such as after-hours events, they are doing well. While 
shopping, we imagine the possession and use of the things 
we are shopping for. We like to imagine ourselves as readers, 
and cosy bookshops provide a place to fulfill that fantasy, 
especially if we take a tangible book home with us.

Other sessions looked at how the past envisioned the future 
of the book – after all, the printed book suddenly disrupted 
the foundation of manuscript culture and the transmission 
of the written, resulting in an initial wave of mistrust. One 
of the central questions of the day was “How much of the 
(old) culture of the book is retained in the new digital media” 
– I think the short answer is that much is retained, but in a 
(conscious or unconscious) way that creates new groupings 
and alliances of readers.
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We are delighted to welcome the Korean Council of 
Science Editors, who have recently taken a Corporate 
membership of EASE. We were approached by Sun Huh, 
Prof. of Parasitology at Hallym University, who is also 
Chair of the Committee of Training at KCSE. Professor 
Huh was planning a workshop for early December 2011 
and was looking for suitable reference material. Having 
heard of our Science Editors’ Handbook, it was decided 
to order 45 copies to support delegates at the workshop.

New EASE members: Korean Council of Science Editors

Sun commented, “I read it and found that every chapter is 
essential to editors”. 

KCSE was launched in September 2011, and currently 
has just 51 members.  However since there are more than 
600 science journals in Korea, they are confident that 
numbers will increase year by year. Sun Huh is to attend 
the EASE meeting in Tallinn, to deliver an oral presentation 
and a poster. We wish KCSE every success and look forward 
to working in collaboration with this fledgling organization.


